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ARMENIA (HAYK') 

The Armenian highlands formed the home of the Hurrian (?) kingdom of Urartu r.850—f.6oo? BC. As this 
kingdom disappeared following nomadic raids from the north (possibly including the Indo-European Armenian 
speakers), the land passed into the hands of the Medes and then the Persians, who listed among other provinces 
a satrapy called Armina. In the 4 th century the Orontid satraps appear to have become effectively hereditary, and 
Armenia seems to have preserved a degree of autonomy when Persian rule was succeeded by that of Macedon 
and its Seleucid successors. The Armenian prince Xerxes married a sister of the Seleucid Antiokhos III, but the 
latter overthrew the Orontids and annexed Armenia c.zoo. After his defeat by Rome, Armenian independence 
was reasserted in 189 by the rebel strategos Artases, who founded the Artaxiad dynasty. Although occasionally 
hard pressed by Seleucids and Parthians, the Artaxiads maintained themselves for over two centuries. In the I st 
century BC Tigran II allied with Mithradates VI of Pontus, became “king of kings,” and briefly governed what 
was left of Seleucid Syria, but both he and his son Artavazd II were defeated by the Romans. 

Armenia remained a client kingdom of Rome for centuries, although after the first decade AD its kings 
tended to come from the Parthian Arsacid dynasty. This seems to have been the gist of a formal compromise 
worked out at Rome in AD 66, when the emperor Nero crowned the Arsacid prince Trdat I king of Armenia. 
Nevertheless, Armenia continued to suffer from the competition for influence between Rome and Parthia in the 
Near East, and in 116—117 it was briefly declared a Roman province. When the “Neo-Persian” Sasanids 
overthrew the Arsacids in the Iranian Plateau and Mesopotamia in the 220s, the Arsacid kings of Armenia came 
under increased pressure from that direction, a situation exacerbated by the adoption of Christianity under 
Trdat IV in c. 300 or shortly afterwards. Romans and Sasanids repeatedly intervened in Armenian politics, until 
they divided the kingdom in two in 3 84: the smaller western portion to be a Roman client, and the larger eastern 
portion (“Persarmenia”) to be a Persian satellite. The Roman client kingdom was annexed by the Roman Empire 
in 389, while the Persian client survived until annexed by the Sasanid Empire in 418, but rivalry between Rome 
and Persia continued. 

The chronology and genealogy of ancient Armenia are often very poorly understood, and the options 
adopted here are a combination of those proposed by Toumanoff, Lang, Chaumont, and Settipani. Except for 
the Orontids, names are presented in transliteration from standard Armenian forms, followed by transliterated 
Greek forms in italics. The ordinal numbering of kings (especially those named Trdat) varies. 

Satraps, then kings of Armenia 

Orontid House 

f.366—f.344 Orontes I ... son of Artasyras, son of Orontes; satrap of Armenia under Persian suzerainty 
c. 344—331 Orontes II ... son of Orontes I 

331 — 323 Mithranes ... son of Orontes II; satrap of Armenia under Macedonian suzerainty; deposed 

323—321 Neoptolemos ... Macedonian strategos 
3 21 — 317 Mithranes ... restored 

317—c.260 Orontes III ... son of (?) Mithranes 

f.260—f.240 Samos ... son of (?) Orontes III 
c. 240—228 Arsames ... son of Samos 

228—212 Xerxes ... son of Arsames 

212 Abdissares ... son of Arsames 
212—c.200 Orontes IV ... son of Arsames 
f.200—189 (to the Seleucid Empire) 

Artaxiad House 

189—160: Artases I (Artaxias) ... son of Zarer (Zariadres); strategos since c. 200; basileus 189 

160:—? Tigran I (Tigranes) ... son of (?) Artases I 

?—96 Artavazd I (Artattazdes) ... son of (?) Tigran I 1 

1 The relative sequence and genealogy of the 2 nd and 3 rd Artaxiad kings is uncertain, but Artavazd I perhaps ruled 
during the reign of Mithradates II of Parthia (121 —91), by whom he was attacked, unless there is confusion with 
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96—56 Tigran II (Tigranes Philellen) ... son of Tigran I; Seleucid Syria f.73 — 69 
56—34 Artavazd II (Artauazdes) ... son of Tigran II; deposed, died 31 
House of Antonins 

34—30 Alexandras Helios ... son of Marcus Antonius and Kleopatra VII of Egypt; deposed, died 30: 
Artaxiad House 

30—20 Artases II (Artaxias) ... son of Artavazd II 
20—6 Tigran III (Tigranes Philopator) ... son of Artavazd II 

6—5 Tigran IV (Tig'anes Theos) ... son of Tigran III; deposed 

5 — 1 Artavazd III (Artatiazdes) ... son of (?) Artases IT 

1 BC—AD 2 Tigran IV (Tig'anes Theos) ... restored 

2 Erato (Erato) ... widow of Tigran IV; daughter of Tigran III; deposed 
House of Atropatene 

2—4 Ariobarzan (Ariobarzanes) ... son of Artavazd I of Atropatene; Atropatene 20 BC—AD 4 
4—6 Artavazd IV (Artatmzdes) ... son of Ariobarzan; deposed; Atropatene 4—10 
Herodian House 

6—12 Tigran V (Tig'anes) ... son of Alexandras, son of Herodes I of Judea; deposed, died 36 
Artaxiad House 

12 Erato (Erato) ... restored 
Arsacid House 

12—16 Vonon (Onones) ... son of Phraates IV of Parthia; Parthia 8—12; deposed, died 16 
16—18 Vorod (Orodes) ... son of Artabanos III of Parthia; deposed 
House of Polemon 

18—24 Artases IT (Artaxias) ... son of Polemon I of Pontus 
Arsacid House 

34—3 5 Arsak I (Arsakes) ... son of Artabanos III of Parthia 
35 Vorod (Orodes) ... restored 
House of Iberia 

35 — 37 Mihrdat I (Mithradates) ... son of K'art'am of Iberia; deposed 
37—41 (to the Arsacid Parthian Empire 4 ) 

41 — 51 Mihrdat I (Mithradates) ... restored; deposed, died 51 

51 — 54 Hradamist (Rodomistos) ... son of P'arsman I (Pharasmanes) of Iberia, brother of Mihrdat I; 
deposed, died c. 5 5 

Arsacid House 

54—60 Trdat I (Tiridates) ... brother of Olagases I of Parthia; rival since 52; deposed 
Herodian House 

60—63 Tigran VI (Tig'anes) 5 ... son of Alexandras, brother of Tigran V; deposed, died 68 
Arsacid House 

63—72: Trdat I (Tiridates) 6 ... restored 

?—113 Asxadar (Axidares) ... son of Pakoros II of Parthia; deposed 
113 —114 Part'amasir (Parthamasiris) ... brother of Asxadar; deposed, died 114 

Artavazd II and his Parthian contemporary Mithradates IV (58—54), in which case we cannot be entirely certain 
that our Artavazd I even existed at all; Tigran I is explicitly named as the father of Tigran II in the sources. 

1 Or of Artavazd II. 

3 Originally named Zenon. 

4 Demonax served as Parthian satrap. 

5 Gaius Iulius (Gaios Ioulios) as Roman citizen. 

6 It is also possible that Trdat I was succeeded by another king, possibly of the same name (his son?), before 
Asxadar; cf. Drawer etal. (2005), where a (distinct?) Tiridates is shown reigning until no. 
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114-115 
11 5 — 116 
116 

116— I17 

117- 138: 

:i44-? 


?—163 
163 — 171: 

?— 116 
116—151 
151 

Sasanid House 
151—171 
171—193 
Arsacid House 
179-187 
187—198 
198—330 
330-338 

338-351 

351-367 

367-370 

370- 371 

371- 374 
374-378 

378-389 

& 378—386 


Mihrdat II (Meerdotes) ... brother of Khosroes of Parthia 
Sanatruk (Sanatroukes) 7 ... son of Mihrdat II; deposed, died 1 16 
Part'amaspat (Parthamaspates) ... son of Khosroes of Parthia; deposed, died 113 
(to the Roman Empire) 

Valars (Olagases) ... son of Sanatruk 

Soyimos (Soaimos) ... son of (?) Avitus, son of (?) Soaimos, son of Sampsigeramos, son of 
Alexion, son of (?) Soaimos II of Emesa 8 
Pakur (Pakoros) ... son of (?) Mithradates V of Parthia; expelled 
Soyimos (Soaimos) ... restored 9 

Xosrov I (Khosroes) 10 ... son of Olagases V of Parthia; deposed, died 116? 

Trdat II (Tiridates) I 11 ... son ofXosrov I; recognized by Rome 117 
Xosrov II (Khosroes), the Valiant... son of Trdat II; deposed 

Ohrmazd (Hormisdas) 14 ... son of Sabuhr I of Persia; abdicated; Persia 171—173 

Narse (Narses) ... brother of Ohrmazd; eastern Armenia only 179; expelled; Persia 191—301 

Xosrov II (Khosroes), the Valiant... restored in western Armenia 

Trdat III (Tiridates) 15 ... son of Trdat II; all Armenia from 193 

Trdat IV (Tiridates), the Great ' 4 ... son ofXosrov II; all Armenia from 193 

Xosrov III (Khosroes), the Lesser ... son of Trdat IV 

Tiran (Teiranes) 15 ... son ofXosrov III; deposed, died 364: 

Arsak II (Arsakes) ... son of Tiran; deposed, died 367: 

Pap ... son of Arsak II; deposed 
(to the Sasanid Persian Empire) 

Pap ... restored 

Varazdat ... son of Anop, son of Arsak II; deposed 
Arsak III (Arsakes) ... son of Pap; lost eastern Armenia 384 
Valarsak ... son of Pap; lost eastern Armenia 384 
(to the Roman Empire 389) 


I There is no definitive evidence for this or any other Sanatruk reigning before no; Ioannes Malalas has both 
“Meerdotes” and his son “Sanatroukios” as contemporaries of Traianus’ campaign in 114—117. 

8 This descent follows the hypotheses of Settipani (1000). 

9 Who followed Soyimos is not entirely clear. In 171 an Armenian satrap named Tiridates was exiled by the 
Romans, according to Cassius Dio. The posited existence of a second Armenian king named Valars at this point 
is unlikely or at least unproven: see Chaumont (1976) and Settipani (1006); later Armenian tradition has 
Sanatruk, his son Artases, his sons Artavazd and Tigran, the latter’s son Valars, and his son Xosrov. 

10 Contrary to the Armenian tradition, he is distinct from Xosrov II the Valiant, as demonstrated by Toumanoff 
(1969), who plausibly resolves the problem posed by the Armenian historians’ attribution of only three kings 
(Valars, Xosrov, and Trdat) for a period of 150 years. The formerly posited existence of a king Arsak in the 110s 
is due to a convoluted passage in Procopius, De aedificiis, which refers to Xosrov IV; the posited existence of a 
king Artavazd, son of (?) Artabanos V of Parthia in r.226, e.g., by Settipani (2006), is also uncertain and unlikely. 

II Contrary to the Armenian tradition, he is distinct from Trdat III and Trdat IV the Great, as demonstrated by 
Toumanoff (1969), who also shows that he was confused with his father Xosrov I in the sources. 

11 Possibly identical with the “Artabasdes” of the Life ofValeriamis in the Historia Augusta. 

15 The existence and reign of Trdat III are plausibly inferred by Toumanoff (1969), but not universally accepted, 
see: Chaumont (1987) and Settipani (2006). 

14 Canonized as saint; Toumanoff (1969) shows that he was confused with Xosrov II and Trdat III in the sources. 

15 Not named Tigran, as often stated: Chaumont (1987). 
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384-391 
391-414 
414-415 
Sasanid House 
416—410 

410— 411 
Arsacid House 

411— 418 


Eastern Armenia (Persarmenia) 

Xosrov IV (Khosroes) ... son of Varazdat; deposed 
Vramsapuh ... son of Varazdat 
Xosrov IV (Khosroes) ... restored 16 

Sapuh (Sapores) ... son ofYazdagird I of Persia; Persia 410 
(to the Sasanid Persian Empire) 

Artases IV (Artaxias) '^... son of Vramsapuh; deposed 
(to the Persian Empire 418) 
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16 Procopius’ De aedificiis names two brothers, “Arsakes” and “Tigranes,” who inherited !4 and % of their 
patrimony, and left their respective shares to Rome and Persia. Xosrov IV may have had sons of these names, but 
the story is an inexact explanation of Armenia’s division between the cousins Arsak III and Xosrov IV. 

17 According to Movses Xorenac'i, Artases reigned under the name Artasir. 



